THE ARCHITECT'S NEWSPAPER DECEMBER 05, 2007

Furbuieln

Diana Darling
EOITaR-EH-CHILF
William Menking
ERDCUTIVIE EDITOR
Julie V. lovine
ART DIRLCTON

Martin Perrin
HEW YORK CDITOR
Anne Guiney
ASSODIATE EDITORS
Alan G. Brake
Aaron Seward
ASSHATANT [RITCOR
Matt Chaban
Lisa Delgado
BESHGH ARD PRODULTION
Dustin Koda
ASSISTANT MARKETING DIRECTOS

Andrew Griffin

E0ITamAL AND MARKETIHG ASSISTANT
Audrey Jaynes

DOITORAL INTERN

Rodney DeaVault

CONTRIBUTORS

ALEC APPELBAUM / MARISA BARTOLUCCI/ DAN BIBB /
SARAH F, COX / DAVID D'ARCY [ MURRAY FRASER f
RICHARD INGERSOLL f PETER LANG [/ LIANE LEFAIVRE [
LUIGI PRESTINENZA PUGLISI/ KESTER RATTENBURY [
CLAY RISEN [ D. GRAHAME SHANE / ALEX ULAM/

GWEN WRIGHT / PETER ZELLMNER

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PAODLA ANTOMELLI /RAUL & BARRENECHE/

M. CHRISTINE BOYER / PETER COOK / WHITHEY COX /
MELISSA FELDMAN / ODILE DECO / TOM HANRAHAN /
SARAH HERDA [ CRAIG KONYH / REED KROLOFF f
JAYNE MERKEL / LISA MAFTOLIN / SIGME MIELSEN /
HAMS ULRICH OBRIST [ JOAN OGCHMAN /

KYONG PARK [ ANNE RIESELBACH / TERENCE RILEY /
KEM SAYLOR / MICHAEL SORKIN

GENERAL INFORMATION: INFOBARCHPAPER.COM
EDITORIAL: EDITOR®ARCHPAPER.COM
ADVERTISING: DDARLING®ARCHPAPER.COM
SUBSCRIPTION: SUBSCRIBE®ARCHPAPER.COM
REFPRINTS: REPRINTS@PARSINTL.COM

VOLUME 05, 1S3UL 20 DECIHBES 03, 2007, THE ARCHITECT'S HEWSFARLR
ISEH IS52-BON1) 15 PUBLISHID 20 TIMES & YLAR (SCHIMONTHLY EXCIPT
THE FOLLOWING: DHOL IN DECEMBER AHD JANUAEY AHD HORL 1N AUGUST]
0¥ THE ARCHITECT'S MOWSPAPER, LLC, 21 MUREAY 5T, STH FL, NDW YORK,
WY 10007, PAESOAT-STANDARD FOSTAGE FAID 1M MIW YORK, MY. FOSTHAS:
TIE, SIWD ADDELYS CHANGE T0: ) MSERAY ST, 5TH FL, NEW YORKE MY
MO0OT. FOE SUBSCRIBER STAYICE: CALL 212-966-D810, FAX Z12-964-0611.
S195 & COPY, §10.00 ORE YEAR, INTERNATIONAL $162.00 OME YEAR,
INSTITUTIONAL $149.00 OGN YEAR. EMTISE CONTINTS COPYRIGHT 200G

BY THE ABCMITECT'S BIWSPAPER, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESIAVED.

PLEARE HOTEFY US I YOU ARE RDCEVIRS BUPLICATE COPIES, THE VIEWE
OF DUR BIVITWERE AHD COLUMNISTS DO HOT HECERRARILY REFLECY
THOSE OF THE STAFT OF ADVISOES OF THl ARCHITICT'S NEWSPAPTE.

FoR RIFRINTL £-FRINTE AND RELATED ITEME CONTACT
FARE INTERAATIOMAL, TEL F12-EH-95F FAL HE-EH-S
WS PRINT 50O AU CROUD T ASP.

EDITOR

Every few generations, architects and urban designers help to transform
New York’s physical fabric, a shift that sets the outlines of development for
decades to come. The institution of the street grid in 1811, Frederick Law
Olmsted’s 19" century landscape visions, and the skyscraper boom in the
1960s were all moments of radical transformation. We are in the midst of
another moment of extraordinary change, and one organization has been
working to make sure that the public realm is not forgotten in the process.

It is hard to remember that barely a decade ago architects, landscape
architects, and graphic design firms were barely involved in public sector
work in New York. However, in 1995 Andrea Woodner founded the Design
Trust for Public Space to help city agencies and community groups work
collaboratively with the designers to improve the public space of the city. The
organization helped re-emphasize the importance of architecture in the city.

Every 18 months, the Design Trust selects the best urban design projects
submitted from across the five boroughs and provides financial help for fur-
ther development. The organization believes that design initiatives can only
succeed if the appropriate city agencies are on board early, and will not
accept a proposal unless the relevant agency has signed off on the project. It
often helps applying agencies and groups to assemble teams and write their
proposals before they submit their applications. The Design Trust thus helps
forge unexpected working relationships that have created remarkable solu-
tions to complicated public space issues. It supported reuse of the High Line,
as well as the High Performance Building Guidelines, which help the city
build greener buildings. Other projects have included the design of chil-
dren’s community gardens across the city, a graphic wayfinding design pro-
posal to connect art facilities in Queens, and an initiative to have all taxis
operating on hybrid automobile platforms by 2012,

This past month [ served as a juror on the Design Trust’s latest funding
round. We were presented with many well-crafted and smart proposals,
and settled on two projects to fund: Closing the Gap: Rethinking Grand
Army Plaza and Park Design for the 21" Century. The Grand Army Plaza
Coalition’s proposal to reroute the roads around the difficult and inaccessible
traffic island-cum-monument is such a brilliantly obvious solution that one
wonders why it hasn't been tried before, The roadbed between the plaza and
Prospect Park will be closed and used on the weekends for a farmer’s market,
allowing pedestrians to actually access this beautiful space without having to
cross many lanes of traffic. (This will all be accomplished without denying
drivers access from Flatbush and Vanderbilt avenues and Eastern Parkway
to Prospect Park West.) The second proposal to receive funding is Park
Design for the 21° Century, which is an effort by the Department of Parks
and Recreation to rethink its own guidelines and establish codes to “conserve
energy, save water, and improve the visitor experience” in city parks.

We are in a golden moment of design collaboration between the city and
its design community, and this is due in no small part to the efforts of the
Deesign Trust for Public Space and its unique method of funding, brilliant
eye for projects, and belief in the value of a vibrant civic realm,

WILLIAM MENKING




